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Intro & Summary 

 

The summer working camp “China meets Hallstatt”, which was organized by the Austrian Alpine 

Association, involved 30 young people who engaged in voluntary work to restore and secure the 

Austrian town of Hallstatt. 

So far, “China meets Hallstatt” is the largest work camp that the Austrian Alpine Association has ever 

put together. Also, it is the first volunteering project in the Alps which has been accepted into the 

UNESCO-campaign “World Heritage Volunteers”. The project is among 54 other carefully selected 

volunteer projects taking place in World Heritage Areas. 

This international youth exchange was arranged by the municipality of Hallstatt together with the 

Youth Section of the Austrian Alpine Association, the Service Civil International and the Chinese youth 

organisation Chinese Society of Education Training Center. The project gives Chinese and Austrian 

volunteers an authentic insight into the town of Hallstatt by letting them actively participate as well 

as work together with the locals in order to preserve and protect the World Heritage City.  At the 

same time this project strengthens long term touristic developments and benefits the vision of 

tourism as a key to peace.  

Work is done in order to care for and protect the torrent- and avalanche control in the forest around 

Hallstatt to prevent further damage through mudflow, which happened to a devastatingly extent in 

2013. The work consists of constructing a new path along the torrent, the cleansing of avalanche 

barriers from debris and wood waste, and help with afforestation.  
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People & Profiles:  

Concentrated Austrian-Chinese incentive 

 

Altogether 30 people participated in the program, with one half coming from Austria while the other 

came from China. 

• 16 Chinese volunteers participated through the Chinese organisation CSETC1 

• 2 Austrian participants (with Chinese roots) from SCI2 Austria 

• 7 Austrian members of the Austrian Alpine Association 

• 3 Austrian project leaders of the Austrian Alpine Association 

• 2 P.U.L.S.3 interns of the Austrian Alpine Association 

Therefore, it was a quite large group, although there have been some last-minute cancellations from 

participants of the SCI. 

The volunteers took quite an effort to get to work together in Hallstatt – the participants from China 

travelled some 250.000km (there and back). Zhang Mao Xuan (Mark) from Chengdu had the longest 

journey; he travelled 3 days with the train and plane, including waiting times. 

 

A special thank to the municipality of Hallstatt and in particular to Alexander Scheutz, mayor of 

Hallstatt, who received us hospitably in their town.   

                                                           
1
 Chinese Society of Education Training Center 

2
 Service Civil International 

3
 Presse. Umwelt. Leben. Sommer. = press – environment – life – summer  
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Chen Yipei, Vienna / Austria 

I came here to meet new 

people, to experience 

Hallstatt and to enjoy 

working in the nature. So far I 

haven’t been disappointed … 

people here are open-

minded, easy-going and there is a great culture 

exchange going on here. We work together, eat 

together and laugh together. I think we all are 

going to have great memories to look back to. ♥ 

Wang Quan, Vienna / 

Austria, place of birth: 

Qingdao / China  

 This is my first 

volunteer project. I 

joined this program 

because I’m interested 

in this cultural 

exchange. I’ve enjoyed 

myself very much until 

now.  

 

 Guo Ziqi (Charlie), Beijing 

/ China  

Well I think it is a 

meaningful travel for me. 

In my opinion, I harvest a 

lot in this project. Maybe 

in this camp, it has tired, 

sadness, but it also has 

happiness, excited and friendship. In China, 

there never have this kind of activity as we have 

now. So these two weeks are the most 

important in my life.  

 

Dong Yue (Andy), 

Nanchang / China 

 I flight trough half 

earth to come here. 

Austria is the first land 

I came to E.U. And I 

meet so many new 

friends from different 

countries and we 

work together. We learn to know each other. I 

feel so happy.  

 

Chen Yunnao (Single), 

Wenzhou / China 

My name is Single. I’m a 

Chinese. I used to do a lot of 

voluntary work before, 

which gave me pleasure and 

confidence. And this time, I 

want to be more 

international. I think that I’m lucky enough to 

have the chance to be a volunteer in Austria. It’s 

a beautiful and peaceful country. And when I 

arrived at Hallstatt, I was really shocked by the 

beautiful scenery, the sounds of birds, the blue 

sky, the peaceful lake and the green mountain. 

How much I wish to live here forever. We do 

different kinds of work everyday if the weather 

permits. And we have fun in the evening with 

each other by different kinds of activities. I really 

enjoy the experience to get familiar with 

Austrian culture and customs.  

 

Wang Xinrui (Ann), 

Qinhuangdao / China 

Till now, I want to say that 

my first trip to a foreign 

country as a volunteer ☺ 

is really nice!! I choose to 

come to Austria because 

of its wonderful view in 

my mind and the view is indeed really beautiful! 

It seems I have walked into a movie in flash and 

everytime we go up to the mountain I think we’ll 

get some kind of reward to enjoy the nature 

after and during the work. Something is totally 

different from that in China, such as the way 

people think and behave. Although it’s must be 

different here, I’ve enjoyed myself a lot in 

Austria because of the friendly and kind people 

I’ve met here. Hope we’ll keep in touch! 
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Chen Junyun (Joann),  

Fuzhou / China 

This is my first time I 

come to European 

countries and to do 

the very meaningful 

volunteer works. I’m 

just so excited and 

looking forward to 

every day although tired and exhausted 

sometimes. I find it so great to make friends with 

foreign volunteers and exchange our different 

culture. I sincerely hope we can keep in touch 

and be friends forever.  

Zhou Qingyang (Jack), 

Taiyuan / China 

It’s the first time I’ve 

been a volunteer, but I 

feel OK. It’s great that 

everyone is in a big hall 

and cook by ourselves. 

The work is a little bit 

hard, but also OK. I 

think it may be useful 

for me.  

 

 

Zhang Rui (Cheryl), 

Jiangxi province / 

China 

The project is more 

meaningful than I’ve 

imagined before. 

Besides volunteering 

and making friends 

with others I learn to 

find myself through 

another aspect. 

Thanks to the project I‘ll cherish everyday with 

volunteers and everyday in the future.  

 

Chen Chuyuan     

(Charlie), Jiangxi / 

China 

I want to find more 

friends here and let 

me be more 

independent. I think 

the activity let me 

know how to live 

with others better.  

 

 

Liu Yicong (Katerina), 

Zhejiang (China) 

This is the first time I be a 

volunteer and the first 

time I go abroad. It’s very 

excited to meet so many 

new friends here and live 

in so nice place. I’ll miss 

this activity.  

 

 

Liu Xiangyi (Shirley), 

Beijing / China 

This is the second 

time I go to a foreign 

country with CSETC 

and Irene and this 

time they introduced 

this program to me. 

Since I’ve never been 

to the mainland of Europe before and Austria is 

really attractive I came here. The program is 

great and well organised. I meet a lot of friends. 

And I think the work for us to do is good, we also 

learned a lot from the works.  
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Liu Zhen (Grace), Beijing 

/ China 

I’m glad to stay here four 

days. New friends, new 

foods and the crisp air. I 

really like here. The 

people is honest with us. 

It is different with our 

country. Just because my 

English is poor, I can’t communicate with others 

fully. I really want to speak fluent English to 

communication.  

Ma Ruiyao (Mary), 

Beijing / China 

I’m glad for stay here. I 

can make a lot of friends 

in this activity. We not 

only work together but 

also play some 

interesting games. While 

I have hurt my leg, they 

all help me and told me how to do better. I very 

love them.  

 

Yang Shuyuan 

(Shirley), 

Linchuan / China  

It is the first time 

that I have been 

an international 

volunteer. I am deeply impressed by the 

beautiful environment in Hallstatt and the 

friendly and kind Austrian people. I have learned 

a lot from the project „China meets Hallstatt“. 

The enthusiasm and the passion of other young 

volunteers stimulate me to enjoy my life and do 

whatever I can to make the world more 

beautiful and peaceful.  

 

 

Zhang Mao Xuan 

(Mark), Chengdu / 

China 

I think my English is 

improving. So I’m very 

happy now. But 

sometimes I feel very 

tired and I think this 

doesn’t matter. 

Everyone is friendly and everyone is good at 

English. So I often sad my English is so poor. I like 

this place. If I have a chance I want to go to this 

small country again. I love everyone and 

everything in this town.  

 

Ye Shiqi (Serena), 

Sichuan / China  

It is volunteer work 

that makes every 

teenagers get to know 

more about the world 

I sign up for this 

project as soon as I 

see the poster in 

school, because I was appealed to the breath-

taking scenery in Hallstatt. Actually in China 

there are few projects like this one. Here we 

work together, play cards together, play balls 

together, talk, games together and cook 

together. We exchange gifts and watch the 

world cup. English is a bridge which connects us 

What a wonderful experience! 

 

Hu Zhongyuan (Cindy), 

Beijing / China  

This is the second time 

that I go abroad as a 

volunteer. I had a course 

about heritage last 

semester. So I look 

forward to this program. 

in the famous town Hallstatt. Because my major 

is world history. I’m also very interested in the 

long history and the atmosphere of art of 

Austria. And I like the group cooking, we share 

the food, culture and experience. This is also a 

good chance to make friends that are from China 

and Austria. Except the tired work, we also have 

time to do some sightseeing to learn more 

things about this beautiful town.  
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Marcus Aichmayr, 

Breitenschützing / 

Upper Austria 

My main aim was 

to improve my 

English.∗ 

 

 

 

 

 

 Patrick Aichmayr, 

Breitenschützing / 

Upper Austria 

I expected that we 

are going to stick 

to the working 

schedule. Now I’m 

glad that we 

didn’t.* 

 

Jakob Leon 

Schwaiger, Steyr 

/ Upper Austria 

Working together 

as a group is the 

best part I think. 

Nobody gets excluded nor favoured like it 

happens very often during co-operations like this 

one; also, people always try to support each 

other as good as possible.  We do not only get 

respected but we also get motivated to 

participate.  Further, because everyone has the 

same aim we get to know the other participants 

despite having different opinions and interests. 

I’m enjoying the time here and I definitely would 

recommend projects like this one.* 

Maja Julia Jacyszyn, 

Neuhofen an der 

Krems / Upper 

Austria 

As this is my first 

voluntary project, I 

didn’t know what to 

expect beforehand. 

Now a week 

through the project, 

I can say that I absolutely love it! We get along 

really well and have become good friends. I hope 

to stay in touch with everybody after we leave 

Hallstatt. 

 

  

Esther Greenwood, 

Hinterbrühl / Lower 

Austria  

I decided to volunteer for 

this project because I 

wanted to do something 

useful with my summer 

holidays and reckoned 

that working with 16 Chinese young people 

would also be a lot of fun. Until now I have really 

enjoyed myself. Everyone is really motivated and 

we have had the chance to do lots of different 

types of work. 

 

  

Viola Hobiger, 

Waidhofen an der 

Thaya / Lower 

Austria 

I came here to 

collect new 

experiences, to 

meet new people 

and to learn more 

about Chinese 

culture and mentality.*  

 

 

                                                           
∗

 translated 
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Xiang Li, Gföhl / Lower Austria, 

Place of birth: Tianjin / China 

I came here to do something for 

the environment – so that even 

our descendants can still benefit. 

Besides, the region here is very 

beautiful and it never gets boring 

because there is work to do. So all together I enjoy it a 

lot here; I like the work. But I need too many blistering 

plasters.
∗

  

 

Rainer Vogl, 

Vienna / Austria 

(camp leader) 

 

Eva Jansenberger, Wien, Place of 

birth: Salzburg / Austria (camp 

leader) 

I volunteered for this project as a 

camp leader because I think it is 

an excellent idea to bring together Chinese and 

Austrian students to do volunteer work in Hallstatt, a 

very beautiful UNESCO world heritage site. I am 

impressed by the enthusiasm of our participants and I 

have the feeling that all of them really give their best 

especially since our work has often been very 

demanding. Also, communication and interaction 

between the Chinese and the Austrians worked very 

well and they are having lots of fun together. Since this 

has been the first project of this kind in Hallstatt it 

required a lot of improvisation from all of us and I am 

really happy that the group has been very flexible and 

patient with our frequently changing daily agendas. 

For me it has been a great experience and I enjoyed 

this project very much.  

 

Katharina Gschwandner, 

St. Veit an der Glan / 

Carinthia / Austria 

(Camp leader) 

I chose to be one of the 

leaders of this volunteer 

project because I had 

previous volunteering 

experience and I saw it 

as a challenge to lead one myself. Although there 

was uncertainty and nervousness for my part before 

the camp started it turned out to be even better 

than expected. There is a very interesting cultural 

and linguistic exchange going on between Chinese 

and Austrian participants and I believe some good 

friendships have built over these two weeks. I’m 

glad to be the leader of such a lovely and open-

minded group and I’ll surely continue to do 

volunteer projects in the future.  

Stefanie Heidinger,  

Wels / Upper Austria, 

(P.U.L.S-intern) 

I decided to do this 

internship because I 

think knowing how to do 

press work will be useful for my professional life and I 

decided to do it in this special project because I like 

the idea of intercultural exchange. I’ve done other 

intercultural projects before and they were all great so 

I thought this one would be so too. And I was 

absolutely right ☺ I really enjoyed the time in our 

austro-chinese group. I hope everyone benefit from 

these two weeks. Wishing all the best to everyone.  

Katharina Kropshofer, 

Innsbruck / Tyrol / 

Austria (P.U.L.S-intern) 

As part of the 

internship we were 

allowed to choose our own project and I am glad 

that I was right in thinking that „China meets 

Hallstatt“ would be a very special and outstanding 

opportunity. I have not only learned in terms of 

press work, but also about the difficulties and 

pleasures of intercultural volunteering. I didn’t know 

a lot of China beforehand, but now I would even like 

to visit this fascinating country and maybe do some 

more volunteer work over there... ☺   

                                                           
∗

 translated 
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Work 

 In duty for the safety of the World Heritage Site Hallstatt 

  

Work to secure and protect the torrent and avalanche control structures took place in the forest 

around Hallstatt. Due to heavy storms in the year 2013 the town was badly damaged; therefore this 

project was in the very interest of the municipality of Hallstatt.  

 Pictures taken after the storm in 2013 show the great importance of the work that volunteers can 

perform in Hallstatt: 

     photo: apa/franz neumayr/mmv                       photo: werner krauss/hallstatt.net 

The volunteers achieved quite a lot in order to protect the village: 

• “Gletschermühlen” 

A path of approximately 450m got cleaned, flattened and gravelled; further 500m got 

cleaned and partly flattened.   Incidentally, some two viewing platforms and one wooden 

staircase got removed and the new construction material got arranged. Approx. 10m³ of 

material was used to gravel the path. 

• “Salzberg Soleweg” 

Digging of an entirely new path of approx. 800m length around the area of the 

“Falkenhainsperre”, collection of approx. 4,5t of rock into Bigpacks below the 

“Falkenhainsperre”. 

• Avalanche barriers above the catholic church 

Collection of approx. 8m³ of debris (dead wood, stones, rubbish) into Bigpacks. 

• Avalanche protection fence above the catholic church and at the “Salzweg”   

Renewal and maintenance of approx. 110m of wire mesh fence.  

• Afforestation at “Salzberg” 

Planting of 1200 trees 

A special thank deserve in this context the people who enabled us to do these 

interesting and useful work:   

• Gerhard Scherer: torrent- and avalanche control  

& his team 

• Norbert Meier: Austrian federal forests  

& his team  

• Christian Amon: head of the reconstruction work  of the path at “Gletschermühlen”  

& his team   
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Living Space:  

Shared living in the primary school of Hallstatt 

 

The entire volunteer group was accommodated in the primary school of Hallstatt. 

The bedroom was the gym– with the positive side effect that people had the possibility to use the 

sport equipment at almost any day or night time, which was done by many. 

The cooking and eating took place in the enclosed facilities of Hallstatt’s firefighters. Every day a 

different Chinese-Austrian cooking team created culinary delicacies which were served to their 

starving colleagues when they returned from hard work.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special thank to the people who facilitated us our accommodation:  

• Joachim Kraus: janitor of the primary school of Hallstatt 

• Fritz Mittendorfer: Hallstatt boarding school  

• Gottlieb Zauner: delivery of cheese and sausages in the early morning 
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Free Time:  

Games, Sports & Trips …… & Karaoke 

 

After the earlier mentioned working load fulfilled by the volunteers it might sound unbelievable that 

there was enough time for fun and relaxation; but actually free time was not short-changed and was 

arranged in various ways by the camp leaders and the participants alike. 

Many used the opportunities that the gym offered. 

Despite the rather chilly weather some more hard-boiled folks could not resist swimming in the 

beautiful lake of Hallstatt; which was an enjoyment especially after work but also during night time. 

The mayor and the municipality kindly enabled for the participants to visit the salt mines (with rapid 

miners’ slides and an underground salt lake), the museum of Hallstatt and the charnel house at the 

cemetery. 

The Chinese participants who travelled to Austria just for the camp had the chance to use their day 

off to get to know the host country a bit better and travelled to Salzburg. At the same time the other 

participants went for a hike to the wild and romantic :D “Gosausee”. 

For watching the final game of the football world cup the volunteers were invited to the 

“Kinderfreunde” who also stayed in Hallstatt – and who catered a delicious dinner ☺ 

The highlight of the camp was most certainly a spontaneously organized karaoke night, where certain 

people truly surprised with their unexpected performances. 
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Video 

 

Over the course of the two weeks a short video about the project was made. 
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Press work 

Press conference with guests of honour from the Chinese embassy 

 

In order to make the project known to a wider range of people a press conference was held.  

The local Austrian media which participated had the pleasure to attend a discussion of interesting 

guests who had enabled the project or had a strong interest in it.  

 

Guests of the press conference were:  

 

• Alexander Scheutz, mayor of Hallstatt 

• Lan Dai & Weiguo Dong, representatives from the Chinese embassy in Vienna 

• Ronald Würflinger, member of the Austrian Alpine Association and organizer of the project 

• Irene Liu, director of the Chinese Society of Education Training Centre 
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Press review: What the Media reported about us 
 

 

 

Überblick über die erschienen Beiträge:  

Name des Mediums Art des Mediums Erscheinungsdatum 

Gulf Times Online 08. Juni 2014 
salzi.at Online 08. Juli 2014 
Salz TV TV 08. Juli 2014 
Radio Oberösterreich Radio 08. Juli 2014 
Salzkammergut Rundblick Online 09. Juli 2014 
Neues Volksblatt Print 09. Juli 2014 
Kronenzeitung Print 09. Juli 2014 
Bezirksrundschau Online 09. Juli 2014 
OÖ Nachrichten Print + Online 10. Juli 2014 
Ischler Woche Print 16. Juli 2014 

 

Gesamtzahl: 10 
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Medium Gulf Times 

Datum, Ausgabe 08. Juni 2014 

Titel Austrian volunteers conserve countryside 

Thema, Bezug Umweltbaustelle „China meets Hallstatt“ 

P.U.L.S. PraktikantIn Stefanie Heidinger & Katharina Kropshofer 

Bundesland des Projektes Oberösterreich 

 

In: http://www.gulf-times.com/qatar/178/details/395331/austrian-volunteers-conserve-countryside 
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Medium salzi.at 

Datum, Ausgabe 08. Juli 2014 

Titel Chinesische und österreichische Freiwillige im 
Einsatz für Hallstatt 

Thema, Bezug Umweltbaustelle „China meets Hallstatt“ 

P.U.L.S. PraktikantIn Stefanie Heidinger & Katharina Kropshofer 

Bundesland des Projektes Oberösterreich 

 

In: http://www.salzi.at/2014/07/chinesische-und-oesterreichische-freiwillige-im-einsatz-fuer-

hallstatt/  
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Medium salz.tv 

Name der/des JournalistIn Jakob Fischer & Kollege 

Datum, Ausgabe 08. Juli 2014 

Titel China meets Hallstatt. Chinesisch-
österreichisches Freiwilligenprojekt 

Thema, Bezug Umweltbaustelle „China meets Hallstatt“ 

P.U.L.S. PraktikantIn Stefanie Heidinger & Katharina Kropshofer 

Bundesland des Projektes Oberösterreich 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Medium Radio Oberösterreich 

Name der/des JournalistIn Günther Madlberger 

Datum, Ausgabe 08. Juli 2014 um 15.50 & 16.10 

Titel  

Thema, Bezug Umweltbaustelle „China meets Hallstatt“ 

P.U.L.S. PraktikantIn Stefanie Heidinger & Katharina Kropshofer 

Bundesland des Projektes Oberösterreich 
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Medium Salzkammergut Rundblick 

Name der/des JournalistIn Franz Frühauf 

Datum, Ausgabe 09. Juli 2014 

Titel Internationales Freiwilligenprojekt China meets 
Hallstatt 

Thema, Bezug Umweltbaustelle „China meets Hallstatt“ 

P.U.L.S. PraktikantIn Stefanie Heidinger & Katharina Kropshofer 

Bundesland des Projektes Oberösterreich 
 

In: http://www.salzkammergut-rundblick.at/000007__news__27209.htm  
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Medium Neues Volksblatt 

Datum, Ausgabe 09. Juli 2014, Nr. 156 

Titel  

Thema, Bezug Umweltbaustelle „China meets Hallstatt“ 

P.U.L.S. PraktikantIn Stefanie Heidinger & Katharina Kropshofer 

Bundesland des Projektes Oberösterreich 
 

 
 

Medium Kronen Zeitung 

Datum, Ausgabe 09. Juli 2014, Nr. 19.471 

Titel Besuch aus Asien im Salzkammergut. Nach 
Kopie „echte“ Arbeit. Chinesen helfen in 
Hallstatt.  

Thema, Bezug Umweltbaustelle „China meets Hallstatt“ 

P.U.L.S. PraktikantIn Stefanie Heidinger & Katharina Kropshofer 

Bundesland des Projektes Oberösterreich 
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Medium Bezirksrundschau 

Datum, Ausgabe 09. Juli 2014 

Titel Chinesische und österreichische Freiwillige im 
Einsatz für Hallstatt. 

Thema, Bezug Umweltbaustelle „China meets Hallstatt“ 

P.U.L.S. PraktikantIn Stefanie Heidinger & Katharina Kropshofer 

Bundesland des Projektes Oberösterreich 
 

In: http://www.meinbezirk.at/hallstatt/leute/chinesische-und-osterreichische-freiwillige-im-einsatz-

fur-hallstatt-d1013864.html  
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Medium Oberösterreichische Nachrichten 

Datum, Ausgabe 10. Juli 2014, Nr. 157 (print) + online 

Titel Chinesen kopieren Hallstatt nicht nur – sie pflegen 
jetzt auch den Schutzwald über der 
Welterbegemeinde 

Thema, Bezug Umweltbaustelle „China meets Hallstatt“ 

P.U.L.S. PraktikantIn Stefanie Heidinger & Katharina Kropshofer 

Bundesland des Projektes Oberösterreich 
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In: http://www.nachrichten.at/oberoesterreich/salzkammergut/Chinesen-kopieren-Hallstatt-nicht-

nur;art71,1437354  

 
 

Medium Ischler Woche 

Datum, Ausgabe 16. Juli 2014 

Titel China meets Hallstatt. Junge Freiwillige im Umwelt-
Einsatz. 

Thema, Bezug Umweltbaustelle „China meets Hallstatt“ 

P.U.L.S. PraktikantIn Stefanie Heidinger & Katharina Kropshofer 

Bundesland des Projektes Oberösterreich 

 

 


